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Drawing Masterclass: Rebel Portraits 
 

 

Dates Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 January 2020 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

What is it to be a rebel? Whether it is to defy convention, stand up for our beliefs, survive against the 

odds or simply break the rules, there’s a bit of rebel in all of us. Inspired by our exhibition, Marvellous 

and Mischievous: Literature’s Young Rebels, this two-day masterclass will help you develop your 

drawing skills in portraiture and self-portraiture. 

 

After an introduction to visual storytelling, you will learn techniques of portraiture and have the 

chance to draw a professional life model with guidance from expert tutor, Leo Crane. You will then 

create three self-portraits that tell a story - real or imagined - of the rebellious you. 

  

By the end of the weekend, you will have learnt how to depict yourself confidently and creatively in a 

narrative composition. You will have created three works mounted as a triptych to take home. You 

will also have the opportunity to feature your work in a dedicated online gallery at 

www.figuration.co. 

 

All materials are provided. 
 

 
 

Saturday 

We start with an introduction to portraiture, looking at mark making and composition as well as 

proportion and structure. We will then explore the exhibition, Marvellous and Mischievous: 

Literature’s Young Rebels, with sketchbooks in hand. After lunch, we draw from life in a series of 

exercises to develop technique and encourage creativity. To finish the day, you will plan three self-

portraits for your story, inspired by a theme in the exhibition that resonates with your own 

experience.  

 

Sunday 

We begin day two with a series of fast, expressive drawings, using your mirror image as a starting 

point. You’ll then spend a short time working in pairs to develop your concept, before diving straight 

into creating the first of your three self-portraits. After lunch, you’ll move onto images two and three. 

http://www.bl.uk/courses
http://www.figuration.co/
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Throughout the day, individual tutorials and demonstrations will help you address any challenges you 

encounter. You will end by mounting your finished works as a triptych and presenting it to the group, 

celebrating what you have achieved. 

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by Leo Crane, award-winning animator, tutor and painter. He is co-founder of 

Figuration, a social enterprise that brings people together through creative workshops and events. He 

holds an MA (Distinction) in 3D Computer Animation and trained in painting under Maggi Hambling 

CBE. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. Bold mark making and a willingness to experiment will help you get the most from 

this course. For those with experience, the course offers you the chance to hone your technique and 

apply your skills in a narrative context. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the Library. Further 

instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 


